
Buffalo Environmental Management Commission 

 

 

MINUTES 
Meeting of Wednesday, January 20, 2016 

 
 

The meeting started at 8:10 AM and was held in Room 901 City Hall. 

 

Commissioners Attending: D. Hahn-Baker, J. Hackney, C. Grieco, J. Gardella 
 

Not Attending: J. Bauda, A. Robinson, F. Armento 
 

Others Attending: D. Sutton (COB support staff), N. Marrero (COB), D. Stebbins (BUDC) 
Steve Frank (LiRo) 

 

Minutes – Minutes for the November 2015 meeting were tabled, there was no quorum. 
There was no meeting for December 2015. J. Gardella to provide meeting minutes for July 
2015. 
 

SEQRA/Sustainable Development 

 
Dave Stebbins was present to provide information about the Northland Avenue 
Redevelopment Project. He presented general information regarding all of the properties 
that BUDC has purchased and the future development plans. The project area 
encompasses approximately 35+ acres and contains numerous buildings with over 
700,000 sq. ft. of combined space. Some buildings in the project area will be demolished 
and some will be refurbished and redeveloped in a phased approach over time. All 
buildings purchased have some historic significance and are Historic Registry eligible. 
 
Project partners include: the City of Buffalo, New York State Urban Development Corp 
and New York Power Authority.  
 
A main focus of the project will be the establishment of the Workforce Training Center, to 
be located at 683 Northland, the former Clearing Niagara manufacturing complex. The 
Training Center will focus on Advance Manufacturing training and is scheduled to be 
completed in fall of 2017. 
 
BUDC has requested that the City Planning Board commence a City-wide Site Plan 
Review, issue site plan approval for Phase I and establish Lead Agency under SEQRA. 
BUDC will be finalizing the Environmental Impact Analysis soon and submit it to the 
Planning Board shortly thereafter. 
 
BUDC has conducted numerous environmental assessments at the various properties 
and is in the process of developing remediation plans for those properties that require 
cleanup prior to redevelopment. Fisher Associates and LiRo Engineers have been 
BUDC’s consultants for the work done. BUDC will soon be hiring a consulting team to 
generate the final project design and contract documents. The final design will consider 
the use of alternative energy and LEED building design. 
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J. Gardella mentions that D. Stebbins may wish to contact MST regarding their potential 
interest in the Workplace Training Center and the programs offered. J. Gardella requests 
full environmental assessment electronically, for distribution to the BEMC. 
 

Other 
 

 There was a general discussion regarding the Gates Circle Canterbury Woods project. N. 
Marrero indicated that the GEIS was finalized by the Planning Board, however she has 
not seen a Findings Statement. J. Gardella to contact M. Romanowski regarding the 
status of the Findings. 
 

 The Danforth project on the Riverbend property was discussed. A main concern was the 
retention of the shoreline restoration work that had been completed by the Buffalo 
Niagara Riverkeeper would be maintained during development. 

 

 N. Marrero mentioned that the GEIS for the Green Code would soon be reviewed by the 
Common Council. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 AM. The next meeting is scheduled for February 17, 
2016. 


