
Buffalo Environmental Management Commission 

 

MINUTES 
Meeting of Wednesday, April 15, 2015 

 
 
The meeting started at 8:10 AM and was held in Room 901 City Hall. 

 

Commissioners Attending: J. Gardella, D. Hahn-Baker, F. Armento, A. Robinson 
 

Not Attending: J. Bauda, C. Grieco, J. Hackney  
 

Others Attending: D. Sutton (COB support staff), S. Attridge (COB), S. Stepniak (COB) 

 

Minutes – March 2015 Minutes were tabled, there was no quorum.  
 

SEQRA/Sustainable Development 

 The Commission reviewed SEQRA items for the projects located at 399 Ohio Street and 377 Main 
Street. J. Gardella indicated that he would invite John Shen to the next BEMC meeting to present 
on the 377 Main Street project. He further stated that he would draft comments on the 399 Ohio 
Street and 377 Main Street projects and copy Common Council. 

 M. Romanowski did not attend the meeting, no information regarding 89 LaSalle was presented. 

 There was a general discussion regarding SEQRA issues. J. Gardella stated that he would like N. 
Merraro to attend meetings to discuss SEQRA material she has submitted for BEMC review.  
  

Other 

 BEMC discussed the proposed recycling ordinance that was submitted to Common Council in 
February. The revised ordinance is now before the Legislative review committee. S. Attridge was 
present to update the Commission on the current ordinance. She stated that the City Law Dept. 
had determined that the City was in compliance with the ordinance and that the City was 
endeavoring to further increase recycling rates. 

 
S. Attridge brought out some of the challenges to increasing recycling activities. These included: 
- Language barriers in certain neighborhoods and the need for interpreters; 
- The percentage of renters to owner occupied residences; 
- How the records for recycling rates are generated and interpreted and presented in the media. 
 
S. Attridge mentioned that the Dept. was launching a new promotional educational outreach 
program aimed at the public in an attempt to increase recycling rates. 

 The program, 34 & More, is kicking off April 22nd in Niagara Square,11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 

 Additional efforts involve the use of interns to distribute informative bulletins on a street by 
street basis, as directed by the Common Council. 

 She also stated that a new effort to have used clothing and textile material recycled rather 
than being disposed of in landfills was being initiated. 

 Ms. Attridge remarked that compost material and wood chips are available, at no charge, to 
City residents, available at the Seneca Street Garage. 

 Ms. Attridge requested a letter from the BEMC, supporting the Dept.’s efforts and programs. 
 
J. Gardella stated that the BEMC would provide a letter of support and further mentioned that 
language translation services were available through UB student interns. 
 
There was a general discussion regarding illegal dumping and incentives to curtail illegal 
dumping. S. Attridge mentioned financial rewards for residents that report illegal dumping. 
 

 Adjournment - Meeting adjourned at 10:00 AM. Next scheduled meeting is to be May 20, 2015. 


