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As part of its City Charter-defined mission to advise the Mayor and Common Council on 
environmental issues affecting the City, the Buffalo Environmental Management Commission 
submits a monthly “tip sheet” on a timely topic for information, review and consideration. This 
month’s tip sheet showcases the City of North Collins, CO green house gas reduction program. 

The City of North Collins is among the nation’s top cities in cutting carbon emissions, thanks to 
programs and efforts aimed at keeping the air clean.  North Collins has reduced its carbon 
dioxide emissions by 11% since 2005. While reducing emissions the City simultaneously grew 
its gross domestic product by 4% and was recognized nationally for its livability and business-
friendly climate. During this period, the City’s population also increased 13%. The bottom line is 
that green house gas reduction targets are not only achievable but compatible with economic 
prosperity. 

The city measures its carbon emissions by gauging and analyzing activities that contribute to 
impacted air quality. This includes the number of cars on the road, solid waste production and 
electric consumption. 

The green house gas reductions are a result of the City’s programs and less driving among 
community members. Residents consumed less electricity during that period and diverted 43% 
more waste from landfills due to recycling efforts. The City’s public transportation system also 
increased ridership by 37% since 2005, a major step to decreasing green house gas emissions 
and improving air quality. 

For over a decade Fort Collins has embraced a pragmatic approach to climate protection that 
involves making economically sound choices to curb green house gas emissions while providing 
multiple benefits to the community and support for existing community goals. 

In 2010 Fort Collins was ranked “Fourth Best Place for Businesses and Careers” by Forbes 
magazine and “Sixth Best Place to Live in the Nation” by Money magazine. 

If you have any comments or questions regarding the tip sheet please contact Joe Gardella 
(Interim Chair, BEMC) at gardella@buffalo.edu or Dennis Sutton (BEMC support staff) at 
dsutton@city-buffalo.com.  

BEMC members are willing to promote implementation of these programs in the City of Buffalo. 
BEMC meets the third Wednesday of every month, 8:00 AM, 901 City Hall. The BEMC web site 
address is: 
http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/CityServices/Environmental_Management_Commission 
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