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As part of its City Charter-defined mission to advise the Mayor and Common Council on 
environmental issues affecting the City, the Buffalo Environmental Management 
Commission submits a monthly “tip sheet” on a timely topic for information, review and 
consideration. This month’s tip sheet showcases Williamsville, NY Central School District 
energy savings. 

A recent article in the Buffalo News provided information on energy savings realized by the 
Village of Williamsville, NY. 

The Williamsville, NY Central School District is expected to save approximately $537,000 a 
year on its utility bills, thanks to an energy saving makeover conducted with the New York 
State Power Authority. The makeover is also expected to eliminate nearly 2,300 tons of 
greenhouse gas emissions annually. 

The makeover program encompassed a $7 million energy upgrade at the 13 schools in the 
district, the largest suburban school system in Western New York. The project included 
new lighting, new heating, ventilating and air-conditioning systems, high efficiency boilers 
and chillers, pool covers for the swimming pools and a roof-mounted solar array at Casey 
Middle School. 

The reduced power demand from the wide ranging energy saving measures realized at the 
district underscore the considerable benefits of investing in a myriad of technology 
solutions for lowering electric bills. The comprehensive energy efficiency upgrades are 
delivering benefits for saving the district and taxpayers a considerable amount of money 
each year. 

The project began in 2008 and was funded by the Power Authority through its “Power to 
Schools Program”, which allows districts to repay the costs of energy-efficiency 
improvements over several years from a portion of their energy bill savings. About 65 
percent of the Williamsville project cost is expected to come from state aid. 

If you have any comments or questions regarding the tip sheet please contact Joe 
Gardella (Interim Chair, BEMC) at gardella@buffalo.edu or Dennis Sutton (BEMC 
support staff) at dsutton@city-buffalo.com.  

BEMC members are willing to promote implementation of these programs in the City of 
Buffalo. BEMC meets the third Wednesday of every month, 8:00 AM, 901 City Hall. The 
BEMC web site address is: 
http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/CityServices/Environmental_Management_Commi
ssion 
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