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As part of its City Charter-defined mission to advise the Mayor and Common Council on 
environmental issues affecting the City, the Buffalo Environmental Management 
Commission submits a monthly ―tip sheet‖ on a timely topic for information, review and 
consideration. This month’s tip sheet showcases San Francisco’s energy efficiency 
measures. 

The City of San Francisco has implemented sweeping and innovative energy efficiency 
measures for both government operations and the San Francisco community. 

 The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) has completed energy 
efficiency projects in City facilities, including lighting and HVAC retrofit projects at 
San Francisco General Hospital, public health clinics, Moscone West Convention 
Center, City-wide LED traffic signals, Library Administration Building, and Southeast 
Wastewater treatment plant. Projects completed between 2003-2008 projects are 
reducing energy consumption by 26,699 megawatt-hours per year of electricity, 
10,303 therms per year of natural gas, and 8,897 tons of CO2 per year.  

 At the San Francisco International Airport, SFPUC has identified lighting and HVAC 
savings of 37,000 megawatt-hours per year, 900,000 therms per year — equivalent 
to 17,525 tons CO2 per year reduction. 

 To reduce community-wide energy use, the City implemented the following 
successful commercial and multi-family residential energy efficiency programs: 
Power Savers, SFPEP, and SF Energy Watch. These programs have helped to 
reduce electricity use in San Francisco by 18 megawatts – enough to power more 
than 20,000 residencies. Combined programs are on target to save businesses and 
residents $21 million annually. Programs completed between 2002-2008 are saving 
32,945 tons CO2 per year. 

 San Francisco led the way in 1999 when it adopted mandatory green building 
standards for municipal construction in the Resource Efficient Building Ordinance. 
The ordinance was amended in 2004 to require all new municipal construction to 
meet the standard of LEED Silver.  

 The City recently established a Green Building Task Force to improve 
environmental performance of new construction projects in the City, and introduced 
an ordinance codifying Task Force recommendations — the strongest in the nation. 

If you have any comments or questions regarding the tip sheet please contact Dr. Joseph 
Gardella (Chair, BEMC) at gardella@buffalo.edu or Dennis Sutton (BEMC support staff) 
at dsutton@city-buffalo.com.  

BEMC members are willing to promote implementation of these programs in the City of 
Buffalo. BEMC meets the third Wednesday of every month, 8:00 AM, 901 City Hall. The 
BEMC web site address is: 
http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/CityServices/Environmental_Management_Commi
ssion 
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