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As part of its City Charter-defined mission to advise the Mayor and Common Council on 

environmental issues affecting the City, the Buffalo Environmental Management Commission submits a 
monthly “tip sheet” on a timely topic for your information, review and consideration. This month’s tip 
sheet showcases Milwaukee’s Water Council 

 
Milwaukee, Wisconson has ambitious plans for developing the multimillion-dollar headquarters of the 

Milwaukee Water Council and portions of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of Freshwater 
Sciences. The proposal would transform UWM's satellite harbor campus, housed in an abandoned 
factory south of downtown, into a new research park and adjacent business incubator, with more 
classrooms, labs and offices for the graduate School of Freshwater Sciences, 

 
The projects are meant to draw international investment, research and visitors. In the process, civic 

leaders say, the metro region has its best opportunity in decades to replace its Rust Belt identity with a 
growth-oriented emphasis built around the stable of water-technology companies that already are located 
in and around Milwaukee. 

 
Planning is in the early stages. Anything built near Milwaukee's waterfront needs to clear multiple 

committees, hurdles and intense public scrutiny over aesthetics and land use. UWM and its partners also 
need to raise prodigious amounts of money and are lobbying for nearly $70 million economic stimulus 
program to transform the harbor campus. 

The incentives, however, are clear. Water technology and infrastructure is a billion dollar-a-year 
market by some estimates, one that represents pockets of growth even amid the worldwide downturn. A 
full-blown technology race has emerged in pursuit of energy-efficient ways to clean, conserve, desalinate 
and pump an increasingly scarce commodity. 

The Milwaukee Water Council was formed in July 2007 as a loosely knit subcommittee of the M-7, 
which itself is the main venue for economic strategy in the seven counties of southeastern Wisconsin. 
Since then, the scarcity of clean water has emerged as an urgent global issue. It also has become 
apparent that the Milwaukee region is home to scores of water engineering companies, including big 
water subsidiaries for the likes of ITT Corp., a Fortune 500 water group; Siemens AG of Germany; and 
Pentair Inc., the biggest of the region's water employers. There are also scores of smaller water-related 
firms. 

The Water Council reincorporated itself as a stand-alone agency with its own board, which includes 
the chief executives of Badger Meter Inc., which makes water meters, and A.O. Smith Corp., a global 
manufacturer of water heaters. It aims to spur economic growth by linking local water-infrastructure firms 
with universities, federal research money, business attraction efforts and, ideally, a few venture 
capitalists. The council and its goals have gained support from both of the state's U.S. senators, local 
politicians, and the Greater Milwaukee Committee civic and business group. 

The agency belongs to a network of 326 World Trade Centers in 92 countries that is used to 
disseminate the city's new brand as a world water hub. 

If you have any questions regarding the tip sheet please contact Joe Gardella (Interim Chair, BEMC) 
at gardella@buffalo.edu or Dennis Sutton (BEMC support staff) at dsutton@city-buffalo.com. We 
look forward to any input on the monthly tip sheet. 

 
BEMC members are willing to attend any meetings to promote implementation of these programs in 

the City of Buffalo. BEMC meets monthly, on the third Wednesday, 8:00 AM, 920 City Hall. The web site 
address for the BEMC is: 
http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/CityServices/Environmental_Management_Commission 
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