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As part of its City Charter-defined mission to advise the Mayor and Common Council 

on environmental issues affecting the City, the Buffalo Environmental Management 
Commission submits a monthly “tip sheet” on a timely topic for your information, review 
and consideration. This month’s tip sheet showcases incentive based recycling programs. 

 
Oak Ridge, TN and North Miami, FLA boosted recycling collection significantly by 

offering incentives to residents based on how much cans, bottles, and paper they put on 
the curb each month. They offered this program through partnership with a private 
company called RecycleBank. 

 
The program works by attaching an electronic identification tag to each household's 

recycling bin. The collection truck weighs the bin and reads the tag to assign the weight to 
the resident's account. The resident gets points for each pound of recycling collected and 
can redeem those points for coupons offered by local and national businesses. 
Participants are also able to view information online about the environmental benefits of 
their own recycling. 

In the first two months of the North Miami program, 298 tons of recycling was collected, 
compared to only 60 tons in those same two months the previous year, an increase of 
400%. If that rate continues, North Miami residents will divert an extra 1,426 tons of waste 
from the landfill annually. 

For Oak Ridge the monthly curbside collection increased from 134 tons to 219 tons, 
while collection at the convenience center stayed roughly even at 38 tons after, compared 
to 42 tons before. Overall, this equals 972 additional tons each year diverted from the 
landfill. The number of residents setting out recycling at least once a month increased from 
37 percent to 83 percent. Oak Ridge has also tracked where participants are redeeming 
their points. In June, Oak Ridge residents traded in their points for 1562 reward coupons, 
36 percent of which were with local businesses. 

North Miami estimates the increase in recycling will prevent 4,100 metric tons of CO2 
equivalent emissions per year, and it will save the city more than $800,000 in tipping fees 
over the next five years. RecycleBank has an incentive to make sure these savings are 
achieved, since the contract sets their payment as a percentage of what the city saves. 

If you have any questions regarding the tip sheet please contact Joe Gardella (Interim 
Chair, BEMC) at gardella@buffalo.edu or Dennis Sutton (BEMC support staff) at 
dsutton@city-buffalo.com. We look forward to any input on the monthly tip sheet. 

 
BEMC members are willing to attend any meetings to promote implementation of these 

programs in the City of Buffalo. BEMC meets monthly, on the third Wednesday, 8:00 AM, 
920 City Hall. The web site address for the BEMC is: http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/ 
CityServices/Environmental_Management_Commission. 
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