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Cover photo of the Erie Canal Harbor, opened in 2008, depict the restored Erie Canal Commercial Slip 
and the “Whipple Truss” foot bridge. Photos by Jeanette Ruperti, design by Paul Brown. 









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INTRODUCTORY SECTION 

 

This section contains the following: 
 

• LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 
 

• ELECTED CITY OFFICIALS 
 

• ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 
 

• GFOA CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT 
 















BUFFALO CITY GOVERNMENT

MAYOR

Executive Department

Division of Zoning

Division of Real Estate / In Rem

Division of Intergovernmental Relations

Division of Strategic Planning

Division of Citizen Services

Assessment

Management Information Systems

Economic Development, 
Permit & Inspections

Division of Permits & Licenses

Division of Housing & Inspections

Administration, Finance, Policy 
& Urban Affairs

Inventory & Stores

Print Shop / Mailroom

Division of Budget & Management Services

Division of Parking Enforcement

Division of the Treasury / Collections

Division of Purchase

Department of Law

Division of Administrative Adjudication

Police Department

Fire Department

Commission on Citizens Rights 
& Community Relations

Human Resources

Division of Employee Relations

Division of Civil Service Administration

Division of Compensation & Benefits

Division of Personnel

Public Works, Parks & Streets

Division of Engineering

Division Buildings

Division of Telecommunications

Division of Streets

Division of the Animal Shelter

Streets Enterprise

Water Enterprise

Audit & Control

OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER

Division of Audit

Division of Accounting

Division of Debt Management

Common Council

Legislative

City Clerk

Community Services

Division of Senior Services

Division of Substance Abuse Services

Division For Youth & Recreation

Division of Disabled Persons Advocacy

Division of Workforce Employment Training
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FINANCIAL SECTION 

 

      This section contains the following: 
 

• INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT 
 

• MANAGEMENT DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 
 

• BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

• COMBINING STATEMENTS AND SCHEDULES 
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Nonmajor Governmental Funds 
 
 
 

Special Revenue Fund 
 
Special revenue funds are used to account for specific revenues that are legally 
restricted to expenditure for particular purposes. 
 
Federal and State Grant Fund -This fund is used to account for all the special 
Federal and State grants that are restricted for non capital purposes by the grant 
award. 
 
 

BFSA Debt Service Fund 
 
Debt Service Funds are used to account for the accumulation of resources for, and 
the payment of general long-term debt principal and interest. 
 
Buffalo Fiscal Stability Authority Debt Service Fund - This fund is used to account  
for the debt issued by the BFSA. 
 
 

Permanent Fund 
 
Permanent funds are used to report resources that are legally restricted to the extent 
that only earnings, not principal, may be used for purposes that support the reporting 
government's programs. 
 
Forsyth Park Permanent Fund -This fund is used to purchase objects to enhance  
the beauty of the Park System in the City of Buffalo. 
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Agency Fund 
 
The Agency Fund is used to account for money and property received and held in 
the capacity of custodian or agent.  The agency Fund is custodial in nature and does 
not involve measurement of results of operations.  Agency funds, such as payroll 
withholdings, are reported as liabilities. 
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Statistical Section 
 
 
 
This part of the City of Buffalo's comprehensive annual financial report presents detailed  
information as a context for understanding what the information in the financial statements, note 
disclosures, and require supplementary information says about the government's overall  
financial health. 
 
 
Contents 
 
Capital Projects Fund 
 

This schedule contains information to help the reader understand the government's use of 
resources for individual capital projects for the year ended June 30, 2008. 

 
Financial Trends 

 
These schedules contain trend information to help the reader understand how the 
government's financial performance well-being have changed over time. 

 
Revenue Capacity 
 

These schedules contain information to help the reader assess the government's most 
significant local revenue source, the property tax. 

 
Debt Capacity 
 

These schedules present information to help the reader assess the affordability of the 
government’s current levels of outstanding debt and the government’s ability to issue 
additional debt in the future. 

 
Demographic and Economic Information 
 

These schedules offer demographic and economic indicators to help the reader 
 understand the environment within which the government’s financia1 activities take  
place. 

 
Operating Information 

 
These schedules contain service and infrastructure data to help the reader understand how 
the information in the government's financial report relates to the services the government 
provides and the activities it performs. 

 
 
Sources: Unless otherwise noted, the information in these schedules is derived from the 
comprehensive annual financial report for the relevant year. 
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