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Population of East Buffalo Neighborhoods, 1970-2000 

  1970 1980 1990 2000 

% 
Change, 

1970-
2000 

% 
Change, 

1990-
2000 

Seneca-Babcock 8,122 5,870 5,527 4,820 -40.7% -12.8% 

Broadway-Fillmore 22,566 16,509 15,304 10,771 -52.3% -29.6% 

Emerson 7,589 5,813 5,837 3,885 -48.8% -33.4% 

Lovejoy 12,830 10,381 9,675 8,461 -34.1% -12.5% 

Kaisertown 8,879 7,081 6,377 5,969 -32.8% -6.4% 

East Buffalo 59,986 45,654 42,720 33,906 -43.5% -20.6% 

Buffalo 462,768 357,870 328,123 292,648 -36.8% -10.8% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau       

 
 
 

Poverty and Income in East Buffalo Neighborhoods, 1989-99 

  Poverty Rate 
Median Household 

Income 
  1989 1999 1989 1999 

Seneca-Babcock 25.5% 24.8% $17,483 $21,616 

Broadway-Fillmore 39.4% 44.1% $12,545 $13,807 

Emerson 37.4% 38.2% $13,455 $17,203 

Lovejoy 17.4% 25.9% $18,785 $21,749 

Kaisertown 15.6% 13.8% $20,856 $30,789 

East Buffalo 28.8% 30.8% $15,943 $20,295 

Buffalo 24.9% 26.6% $18,482 $24,536 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau     
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Educational Attainment of Adult Population (Age 25+) in 
East Buffalo Neighborhoods, 1970-2000 

  1970 1980 1990 2000 

Seneca-Babcock      
     Less than 9th grade 48.6% 39.4% 19.2% 11.5% 
     H.S. diploma or equivalent 22.8% 31.2% 55.7% 59.2% 
     Bachelors degree or higher 1.6% 1.9% 6.3% 3.8% 

Broadway-Fillmore      
     Less than 9th grade 54.1% 41.0% 19.7% 14.0% 
     H.S. diploma or equivalent 23.2% 34.5% 53.8% 57.3% 
     Bachelors degree or higher 2.2% 3.6% 6.7% 4.0% 

Emerson      
     Less than 9th grade 50.7% 40.2% 17.2% 10.3% 
     H.S. diploma or equivalent 24.1% 33.8% 57.4% 63.7% 
     Bachelors degree or higher 2.9% 5.3% 2.9% 2.1% 

Lovejoy      
     Less than 9th grade 43.1% 33.5% 16.2% 10.5% 
     H.S. diploma or equivalent 28.6% 43.5% 53.5% 66.0% 
     Bachelors degree or higher 1.8% 3.5% 4.9% 7.4% 

Kaisertown      
     Less than 9th grade 46.0% 32.8% 16.5% 9.6% 
     H.S. diploma or equivalent 29.0% 40.2% 59.0% 72.9% 
     Bachelors degree or higher 2.9% 3.3% 6.3% 9.1% 

East Buffalo      
     Less than 9th grade 49.5% 37.6% 18.0% 11.5% 
     H.S. diploma or equivalent 25.3% 37.0% 55.3% 63.7% 
     Bachelors degree or higher 2.3% 3.6% 5.7% 5.7% 

Buffalo      
     Less than 9th grade 35.6% 24.8% 12.4% 7.9% 
     H.S. diploma or equivalent 39.1% 53.8% 67.3% 74.6% 
     Bachelors degree or higher 6.7% 11.1% 16.0% 18.3% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau     
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Housing Statistics for East Buffalo Neighborhoods, 1970-2000 
  1970 1980 1990 2000 

Seneca-Babcock      
     total units 2,792 2,583 2,548 2,449 
     % vacant units 5.3% 12.9% 10.5% 16.0% 
     % owner-occupancy 46.6% 49.6% 50.0% 49.3% 
     median value       $35,100 

Broadway-Fillmore      
     total units 9,433 8,441 7,976 6,552 
     % vacant units 6.5% 15.0% 13.0% 27.8% 
     % owner-occupancy 37.6% 38.8% 17.0% 32.3% 
     median value       $25,800 

Emerson      
     total units 2,974 2,867 2,758 2,441 
     % vacant units 4.5% 11.2% 10.0% 34.7% 
     % owner-occupancy 46.7% 48.7% 38.6% 37.5% 
     median value       $30,200 

Lovejoy      
     total units 4,477 4,507 4,429 4,452 
     % vacant units 3.5% 6.7% 7.5% 14.2% 
     % owner-occupancy 55.1% 54.2% 55.6% 52.0% 
     median value       $52,300 

Kaisertown      
     total units 3,042 2,970 2,953 2,945 
     % vacant units 2.1% 4.9% 4.8% 8.2% 
     % owner-occupancy 72.9% 66.7% 65.5% 63.9% 
     median value       $63,400 

East Buffalo      
     total units 22,718 21,368 20,664 18,839 
     % vacant units 4.9% 11.1% 9.9% 20.9% 
     % owner-occupancy 47.9% 48.9% 39.7% 46.0% 
     median value       $39,700 

Buffalo      
     total units 166,142 156,470 151,971 145,574 
     % vacant units 4.9% 9.9% 10.2% 15.7% 
     % owner-occupancy 44.0% 44.5% 43.1% 43.5% 
     median value       $59,300 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau     
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Age Groups in East Buffalo Neighborhoods, 1970-2000 

  
Seneca-
Babcock 

% 
Total 

Broadway-
Fillmore 

% 
Total Emerson 

% 
Total Lovejoy 

% 
Total 

Kaiser-
town 

% 
Total 

East 
Buffalo 

% 
Total 

2000                         
Total 4,820   10,771   3,885   8,461   5,969   33,906   
Young people (age 19 and under) 1,547 32.1% 3,904 36.2% 1,382 35.6% 2,308 27.3% 1,262 21.1% 10,403 30.7% 
Young adults (ages 20-34) 974 20.2% 1,857 17.2% 848 21.8% 1,680 19.9% 1,025 17.2% 6,384 18.8% 
Middle-aged adults (ages 35-64) 1,663 34.5% 3,756 34.9% 1,264 32.5% 3,006 35.5% 2,420 40.5% 12,109 35.7% 
Senior Citizens (ages 65+) 636 13.2% 1,254 11.6% 391 10.1% 1,467 17.3% 1,262 21.1% 5,010 14.8% 
Median age (years) 35.0   31.8   28.9   36.9   40.5   35   
1990                         
Total 5,527   15,304   5,837   9,675   6,377   42,720   
Young people (age 19 and under) 1,665 30.1% 4,769 31.2% 1,858 31.8% 2,412 24.9% 1,309 20.5% 12,013 28.1% 
Young adults (ages 20-34) 1,414 25.6% 3,872 25.3% 1,601 27.4% 2,438 25.2% 1,492 23.4% 10,817 25.3% 
Middle-aged adults (ages 35-64) 1,584 28.7% 4,307 28.1% 1,545 26.5% 2,990 30.9% 2,037 31.9% 12,463 29.2% 
Senior Citizens (ages 65+) 864 15.6% 2,356 15.4% 833 14.3% 1,835 19.0% 1,539 24.1% 7,427 17.4% 
Median age (years) 31.6   31.2   28.6   34.9   39.5   33   
1980                         
Total 5,870   16,509   5,813   10,381   7,081   45,654   
Young people (age 19 and under) 1,809 30.8% 4,521 27.4% 1,422 24.5% 2,734 26.3% 1,646 23.2% 12,132 26.6% 
Young adults (ages 20-34) 1,377 23.5% 3,600 21.8% 1,354 23.3% 2,421 23.3% 1,591 22.5% 10,343 22.7% 
Middle-aged adults (ages 35-64) 1,968 33.5% 5,497 33.3% 1,937 33.3% 3,477 33.5% 2,539 35.9% 15,418 33.8% 
Senior Citizens (ages 65+) 716 12.2% 2891 17.5% 1,100 18.9% 1,749 16.8% 1,305 18.4% 7,761 17.0% 
Median age (years) 31.1   36.9   37.5   35.4   40.6   37   
1970                         
Total 8,122   22,566   7,589   12,830   8,879   59,986   
Young people (age 19 and under) 2,979 36.7% 6,759 30.0% 2,161 28.5% 4,311 33.6% 2,806 31.6% 19,016 31.7% 
Young adults (ages 20-34) 1,432 17.6% 4,006 17.8% 1,401 18.5% 2,303 18.0% 1,565 17.6% 10,707 17.8% 
Middle-aged adults (ages 35-64) 2,882 35.5% 8,484 37.6% 2,999 39.5% 4,749 37.0% 3,515 39.6% 22,629 37.7% 
Senior Citizens (ages 65+) 829 10.2% 3,317 14.7% 1,028 13.5% 1,467 11.4% 993 11.2% 7,634 12.7% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau             
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Racial Composition of East Buffalo Neighborhoods, 1970-2000 

  
Seneca-
Babcock 

% 
Total 

Broadway-
Fillmore 

% 
Total Emerson 

% 
Total Lovejoy 

% 
Total 

Kaiser-
town  

% 
Total 

East 
Buffalo %Total 

2000                         
Total 4,820   10,771   3,885   8,461   5,969   33,906   
White 4,263 88.4% 2,341 21.7% 1,665 42.9% 7,573 89.5% 5,816 97.4% 21,658 63.9% 
Black 284 5.9% 7,859 73.0% 2,038 52.5% 616 7.3% 47 0.8% 10,844 32.0% 
Native American 13 0.3% 7 0.1% 15 0.4% 40 0.5% 0 0.0% 75 0.2% 
Asian 109 2.3% 266 2.5% 0 0.0% 49 0.6% 0 0.0% 424 1.3% 
Pacific Islander 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 7 0.1% 0 0.0% 7 0.0% 
Other/More than One Race 151 3.1% 298 2.8% 167 4.3% 196 2.3% 106 1.8% 918 2.7% 
Hispanic* 219 4.5% 233 2.2% 76 2.0% 103 1.2% 139 2.3% 770 2.3% 
1990                         
Total 5,527   15,304   5,837   9,675   6,377   42,720   
White 5,223 94.5% 7,488 48.9% 4,330 74.2% 9,558 98.8% 6,341 99.4% 32,940 77.1% 
Black 187 3.4% 7,611 49.7% 1,403 24.0% 39 0.4% 20 0.3% 9,260 21.7% 
Native American 35 0.6% 61 0.4% 26 0.4% 33 0.3% 7 0.1% 162 0.4% 
Asian 8 0.1% 25 0.2% 12 0.2% 19 0.2% 2 0.0% 66 0.2% 
Pacific Islander 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Other/More than One Race 74 1.3% 119 0.8% 66 1.1% 26 0.3% 7 0.1% 292 0.7% 
Hispanic* 121 2.2% 269 1.8% 79 1.4% 76 0.8% 30 0.5% 575 1.3% 
1980                         
Total 5,870   16,509   5,813   10,381   7,081   45,654   
White 5,705 97.2% 11,333 68.6% 5,640 97.0% 10,309 99.3% 7,003 98.9% 39,990 87.6% 
Black 103 1.8% 4,984 30.2% 129 2.2% 15 0.1% 52 0.7% 5,283 11.6% 
Native American 14 0.2% 42 0.3% 11 0.2% 27 0.3% 5 0.1% 99 0.2% 
Asian 1 0.0% 14 0.1% 5 0.1% 2 0.0% 3 0.0% 25 0.1% 
Pacific Islander 0 0.0% 1 0.0% 1 0.0% 1 0.0% 0 0.0% 3 0.0% 
Other/More than One Race 47 0.8% 135 0.8% 27 0.5% 27 0.3% 18 0.3% 254 0.6% 
Hispanic* 97 1.7% 189 1.1% 40 0.7% 87 0.8% 29 0.4% 442 1.0% 
1970                         
Total 8,122   22,566   7,589   12,830   8,879   59,986   
white  8,003 98.5% 18,968 84.1% 7,566 99.7% 12,794 99.7% 8,625 97.1% 55,956 93.3% 
Black 93 1.1% 3,538 15.7% 6 0.1% 4 0.0% 241 2.7% 3,882 6.5% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau              
*"Hispanic" is an ethniCity, not a race. Hispanics may be of any race. All Hispanics are counted twice for each decade on this table    
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Labor Force Statistics for East Buffalo Neighborhoods, 1970-2000 

  
Seneca-
Babcock 

Broadway-
Fillmore Emerson Lovejoy Kaisertown 

East 
Buffalo Buffalo 

2000               
Unemployment rate 14.3% 19.8% 19.1% 8.3% 8.7% 13.6% 12.5% 
% Workers Employed Outside Buffalo 40.7% 30.7% 41.9% 47.1% 52.0% 42.6% 38.8% 
% Workers Employed in:               
     -Manufacturing 16.0% 14.0% 20.2% 20.5% 18.0% 17.6% 13.1% 
     -Retail Trade 13.0% 9.4% 20.4% 10.2% 11.3% 11.7% 10.7% 
     -Transportation, Warehousing, and Utilities 6.8% 7.8% 7.1% 7.5% 8.0% 7.5% 5.5% 
     -Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 4.2% 5.3% 6.2% 4.6% 7.1% 5.4% 5.7% 
     -Education, Health, and Social Services 17.1% 31.5% 20.1% 18.0% 19.7% 21.9% 28.4% 
     -Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 9.4% 6.7% 8.6% 10.2% 8.0% 8.6% 8.3% 
     -Professional, Management, and Waste Management 8.5% 9.4% 8.4% 6.3% 5.3% 7.4% 8.6% 
     -Wholesale Trade 7.7% 0.9% 2.4% 6.3% 5.5% 4.6% 3.7% 
     -Construction 6.6% 2.2% 1.0% 6.3% 3.6% 4.2% 3.2% 
     -Other 10.7% 12.6% 5.6% 10.1% 13.3% 11.0% 12.8% 
                

1990               
Unemployment Rate 14.5% 18.7% 13.5% 10.5% 4.7% 13.1% 11.6% 
% Workers Employed Outside Buffalo 30.2% 22.0% 30.2% 36.3% 33.8% 30.1% 30.4% 
% Workers Employed in Manufacturing 24.2% 20.1% 17.1% 22.3% 19.1% 20.7% 16.2% 
                

1980               
Unemployment Rate 15.7% 15.1% 10.1% 10.4% 9.1% 12.4% 13.1% 
% Workers Employed Outside Buffalo 23.8% 20.9% 24.5% 30.3% 29.2% 25.5% 26.0% 
% Workers Employed in Manufacturing 37.9% 34.2% 33.1% 31.6% 36.4% 34.3% 26.6% 
                

1970               
Unemployment Rate 5.4% 7.7% 3.2% 6.2% 2.6% 5.9% 5.9% 
% Workers Employed Outside Buffalo 22.8% 25.6% 32.0% 35.0% 29.8% 28.8% 27.3% 
% Workers Employed in Manufacturing 38.2% 41.6% 69.5% 34.7% 41.3% 42.4% 32.0% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau        
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What is Your Vision 
For our neighborhoods? 

 
All of us who live and work in Broadway/Fillmore, Emerson, Kaistertown, Lovejoy, and 

Babcock neighborhoods have ideas about how to improve our schools, parks, and city services.  
This is your chance to make certain that your vision for better neighborhoods is included in the 
City’s new Draft Comprehensive Plan.  Please take a moment to answers some questions and write 
down your ideas.  We will be sure they are incorporated into the East Side Good Neighbors’ 
Planning Alliance Neighborhood Plan.   
 
Socio-Economic Information   (Optional) 
(Please mark appropriate responses.) 
1) Name:_____________________________  Address:_______________________________  
2) Which do you identify as your neighborhood?    _____Broadway/Fillmore  _____Emerson  

_____Kaistertown  _____Lovejoy  _____Babcock  _____other- _____________________ 
3) Sex: Male _____ Female _____ 
4) Race: White _____ Hispanic _____ Black _____  Other _____ 
5) Age: (15-20) _____ (21-29) _____ (30-39) _____ (40-49) _____ (50-59) _____ (60+) _____ 
6) Marital Status:  Single ___ Married ____ Separated/Divorced ____Widowed ____ 
7) Are you retired?   Yes    No     
8)   What is your household size?    1    2    3    4    5    6    7   other _____ 
9)   Do you have children?     Yes     No      If so how many? _________ 
10)   Do you   rent   or   own?  
11)  If you answered rent to question #10, what if any barriers exist to homeownership for 

you?____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Housing 
1) How important is home rehabilitation?   

1  2  3  4  5 
Not important                   Somewhat important              Extremely Important 

 
      How important is building new homes?  

1  2  3  4  5 
Not important                   Somewhat important              Extremely Important 

 
2) What type of housing do you think the community needs? (check all that apply) 

 
a) Apartment units:  _______   

Why?___________________________________________________________________________ 
How many bedrooms?_________  What type of amenities (for example- dishwasher, large 

backyard, or garage) would you like to see in the apartment units? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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b) Single-family homes:  ______  
Why?___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How many bedrooms?_________  What type of amenities (for example- dishwasher, large 

backyard, or garage) would you like to see in the homes? ________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
c) Senior Housing:  ______ 

Why?___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

How many bedrooms?_________  What type of amenities (for example- dishwasher, large 

backyard, or garage) would you like to see? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
d) Other:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Why?___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Economic Development: 
 
1) Where do you shop for the following good/services? (check only one)  
 In your neighborhood Within the City Outside the city 
Groceries    
Auto Repair    
Clothing    
Prescriptions/Medications    
Haircut/Hairstyling    
Greeting cards    
Jewelry    
Flowers    
Hardware Supplies    
 
2) What type of new stores would you like to see? 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3)   How can we encourage residents to shop locally instead of spending their money outside of the 

city?____________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Neighborhood Values and Characterizations: 
1)  How do you value your neighborhood? (Please circle appropriate choice.) 

 1  2  3  4  5 
Not important                   Somewhat important              Extremely Important 

  
2)  Name significant features, buildings, churches, synagogues, mosques, schools or other points of 
reference that help describe your neighborhood? 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3)  What historical sites in your neighborhood would you like to see preserved? 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4)  What are the major strengths of your neighborhood? 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5)  What are the weaknesses of your neighborhood? 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6)  What changes would you like to see in your community? 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Schools: 
1)  What specific improvements would you like to see in the City schools?  (Please be specific and 
feel free to discuss the schools in your neighborhoods.) 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Crime Issues: 
1)  Is your neighborhood safe to sit on your porch?      Yes     No 
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2)  Is your neighborhood safe to walk on your street?       Yes     No 
 
3)  If you answered NO to #1 or #2 please explain why? 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Environmental Issues: 
1)  In your opinion, what are the top 3 environmental issues facing your neighborhood and how can 
the issues be addressed? (An example of an environmental issue could be lead paint or toxic 
dumping.)  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2)  Are the public parks adequately maintained? YES    NO 

 
If you answered NO, please explain.  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3)  Do you think your neighborhood needs more park space? YES    NO 
 
If you answered YES, where would you like to see a park?  ________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4)  Do you think your neighborhood needs more green space? YES NO  
  
If you answered YES, where would you like to see more green space?________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please indicate your response to the following issues. (Only circle one response) 
Social         
                                                 Not a Problem       Neutral      Major Problem 
Drug Dealing   1   2  3   
Suspicious Loitering  1   2  3   
Prostitution   1   2  3   
Vandalism   1   2  3   
Graffiti   1   2  3   
Other___________  1   2  3   
 
Physical 
                                                Best Condition     Average     Worst Condition 
Sidewalks   1   2  3   
Streets    1   2  3   
Street Lighting  1   2  3   
Storefronts   1   2  3   
Street Cleanliness  1   2  3 
Other___________  1   2  3   
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Continued… Please indicate your response to the following issues.  
(Only circle one response) 

 
Environmental 
                                                Support             Neutral           Against 
Plant more trees  1       2  3   
Provide more green space 1   2  3   
Implement traffic calming 1   2  3   
Other________________ 1   2  3   

 
 
Economic Factors  
                                               Of Least Concern      Neutral       Of Greatest Concern 
Employment   1   2  3   
Wages / salaries  1   2  3   
Poverty   1   2  3   
Business opportunities 1   2  3 
Entrereneurial opportunities 1   2  3 
Other____________  1   2  3 
 
 
 

Please feel free to include any additional ideas or comments you have for the  
City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 
 

Thank you for your participation!  Please fill out and return to staff or mail to: 
Lovejoy District NRS, 615 Walden Ave., Buffalo, NY 14211 or fax to 896-5247.

4-7-04 dhj 
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Map: GNPA Area 10 Street and Neighborhood Map, City of Buffalo 
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MAP AND LIST: 
 RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS* IN EAST BUFFALO 
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RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS* IN EAST BUFFALO 

(see accompanying map) 
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APPENDIX E 
 

RELEVANT PREVIOUS PLANS 
 
 
 

1. The Queen City in the 21st Century: Buffalo’s Comprehensive Plan  

2. Fillmore Council District Strategic Plan 
 
 



The Queen City in the 21st Century: Buffalo’s Comprehensive Plan 
 

 
 
Description: “The Buffalo Comprehensive Plan is the one plan for the City of 
Buffalo. It will provide a framework for all other planning initiatives in the city 
including The Queen City Hub: A Strategic Regional Action Plan for Downtown; 
the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program; the Olmsted Parks Restoration and 
Management Plan; the Community Preservation Plan; Buffalo Niagara Medical 
Campus Master Plan; and all the neighborhood plans created under the auspices 
of the Good Neighbors Planning Alliance.”  (Page 2 – Executive Summary, 
October, 2004) 
 
The Common Council passed “The Queen City in the 21st Century: Buffalo’s 
Comprehensive Plan” on 02/07/06.   
 

Cover and Table of Contents attached 
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Fillmore Council District Strategic Plan 
 

 
 
Description: “(T)here is a need for dramatic and visible change in the community 
that will break the existing negative patterns and support positive patterns of 
community life, mobilize the resources and energies of the community, create a 
higher sense of what is possible in the community, and help members of the 
community regain control over the quality of their lives.  The planning concepts 
presented in this document are our recommendations to begin the process of 
rising to meeting these challenges. (Phase 1 – Page 2, September 2000) 
 

Cover and Table of Contents attached 
 

 













APPENDIX F 
 

GNPA-ENDORSED PLANS AND CONCEPTS 
 
 
 

1. Ready for Revitalization: A Plan for Housing Opportunities Created from 
City-Owned Parcels Around Sycamore & Sobieski  

 
2. A Vision for Cultural Row: Paderewski Drive Revitalization Proposal 



 
Ready for Revitalization: A Plan for Housing Opportunities 

Created from City-Owned Parcels Around Sycamore & Sobieski 
 
 
 

Description: “In the past decade, important developments have occurred around 
Sycamore & Sobieski Streets in Buffalo, making the area ready for revitalization. 
These developments can be summarized as involving these three factors: 
PEOPLE, PROPERTIES, and OPPORTUNITY.”  (Page 1 – Draft, February 16, 
2006) 
 
Details on GNPA Endorsement:  Based on a report on the East Buffalo GNPA 
Meeting @ Iron Island Preservation Society, March 28, 2006, the topic “Matt 
Urban Center/Darul-Uloom Collaboration for development in the city designated 
‘Housing Opportunities Area’” was discussed.  Leslie Vishwanath introduced the 
“Ready for Revitalization Plan” and asked that this plan be included in the East 
Buffalo GNPA Neighborhood Plan.  All in attendance agreed and voted to adopt 
the "Ready for Revitalization" plan as part of the East Buffalo GNPA 
Neighborhood Plan. 
 

Cover and Table of Contents attached 
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A Vision for Cultural Row: Paderewski Drive Revitalization Proposal 

 
 

Description: “A Vision for Cultural Row: Paderewski Drive Revitalization 
Proposal” recommends knitting together neighborhood assets to encourage 
heritage tourism, foster a sense of community, and re-establish this street’s 
original status as a grand approach to the Central Terminal.  Streetscape 
improvements, marketing, and the creation of “Greenspace Alcoves” from vacant 
land bordering the street can lead to a new street experience in connection with 
nearby cultural attractions.  
 
Details on GNPA Endorsement:  The date of adoption of “A Vision for Cultural 
Row: Paderewski Drive Revitalization Proposal” by the GNPA was September 
19, 2006. 
 

Proposal attached 
 



The Vision 
This is a proposal to revitalize Paderewski Drive. Its transformation 
will knit together neighborhood assets to encourage heritage 
tourism, foster a sense of community, and re-establish Paderewski 
Drive’s original status as a grand approach to the Central Terminal. 
 
Paderewski Drive is currently compromised by a lack of road 
alignment (i.e. a “jog”) which occurs at Fillmore Avenue; a 
worsening in the economic fortunes of its residents over 50 years; 
an increase in vacant parcels and abandoned buildings; and a rise in 
crime and vandalism. Some of these factors will be addressed with 
this proposal to revitalize Paderewski Drive.  
 
Relevance to Current Plans and Projects 
In a section titled “Parks and Environment” of the East Buffalo 
Good Neighbors Planning Alliance draft plan (page 92, June 2006), 
a recommendation is “to create a wider roadway.  Paderewski 
would be redesigned to incorporate a green median the entire 
length, in addition to a public square between Smith and Shumway 
Streets." 
 
This proposal, "A Vision for Cultural Row," recommends a less 
intrusive approach, by using existing street configurations and 
improvements in the following key neighborhood assets as the basis 
for a new street experience:  
 St. Ann’s Church & School 
 Sperry Park 
 Harriet Tubman School (JSCB Phase I school) 
 Improvements to the Park at Smith to Shumway 
 St. Stanislaus RC Church Renovations 
 St. Stanislaus Gardens Housing Development 
 Polish Home Museum and Ethnic Center 
 Adam Mickiewicz Library & Dramatic Circle   
 Olmsted’s Fillmore Avenue 
 Broadway Market Strategic Plan  
 Corpus Christi RC Church Rebirth 
 Polonia Hall  
 Liberty Tree Sculpture at Memorial Drive 
 Buffalo Federation of Women’s Clubs Garden at circle  
 Central Terminal Strategic Plan 
 
Project Advantages 
• Short length of Paderewski Drive makes the project  

manageable and reduces costs 
• Neighborhood assets already exist 
• Heritage Tourism increases with each investment in assets 
 
Project Benefits 
• Additional greenspace created 
• Individual assets benefit by participation in Cultural Row 
• Community renewal 
• Increase in housing values 
• Street activity and investment will lower crime and vandalism 

A VISION FOR CULTURAL ROW     Paderewski Drive Revitalization Proposal  

Low Impact (Short Term) Proposal  Medium Impact (Medium- Term) Proposal  

Street Improvements 
• Signage 
• Street Furniture 
• Kiosks 
• Street Markings ("Cultural 

Row Discovery Trail") 
• Cross Walks   
• Banners 
• Lighting  
• Trash receptacles 

Transformative Initiatives 
• Branding/Marketing Campaign 
• Festivals, Parades, and Art  

Brownfield Clean-Up and Reuse 
Remove storage tanks from former gas station at northwest corner 
of Paderewski and Fillmore 
Reclaim and Refurbish Park at Sears 
Reclaim and Refurbish the City Park at the junction of Paderewski 
and Sears St.  

Create "Greenspace 
Alcoves" Using City-
Owned Properties 
•  "Greenspace Alcoves" 

create well kept spaces 
similar to those along 
Memorial Drive 

• Add tree plantings 
and/or fences along the 
rear property line 

• Expand sidewalk for multi-use 
• Install pedestrian amenities in these spaces (water fountains, port-

able toilets, trash receptacles) 
•  Add park landscaping (rocks, flower beds) and furniture (benches, 

swings, chess tables and chairs) to create a sense of discovery as 
pedestrians travel from alcove to alcove  

• Formalize control of Public Square at Smith to Shumway  

Proposed Green Alcoves 

1.0 Mile 

Proposed Green Alcoves 

POLISH HOME MUSEUM 



History of Paderewski Drive  
 
"When the New York Central Terminal was constructed in 
the late 1920s, the city revised the street plan of the south-
east section of the Broadway-Fillmore area in order to cre-
ate an appropriately grand approach to the station. Engi-
neers widened Lovejoy Street east of Fillmore, renaming it 
Paderewski Drive in honor of the Polish pianist and states-
man, and created Memorial Drive, a broad, diagonal avenue 
leading northeast from William Street to Broadway. At the 
juncture with Paderewski Drive, the city created a circle 
from which traffic mounted a broad ramp to the large ter-
raced plaza in front of the terminal."  
 
(Source: Intensive Level Historic Resources Survey. City of 
Buffalo: Broadway-Fillmore Neighborhood) 

Contact 
Yuri Hreshchyshyn  
716-893-7222 x223 

Credits  
East Buffalo Good Neighbors Planning Alliance  
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