
SENIOR CITY LIFE 

CITY OF BUFFALO  

DIVISION OF SENIOR 

SERVICES  

 

Ot i s  T .  Ba rke r ,  S r .  

Commiss i one r  

Douglas  R .  Ruf f in  

Direc to r  

 
 
 

Greetings from Mayor Byron Brown 
There are many benefits 

to living in Buffalo and 

among them is 

experiencing all four 

seasons of the year.  

Right now, fall is in the 

air and the trees are 

starting to change color 

providing an amazing 

view from our urban-

dwelling doorsteps.  Buffalo is beautiful. 

October brought many of us together for an 

array of events that highlighted the diversity 

of our city and November will bring us 

together to give thanks and bless those who 

need it most.  

In recognition of the contributions and 

hard work of those in our Hispanic 

community, I was pleased to host the city’s 

annual Hispanic Heritage Month awards 

ceremony in Buffalo City Hall. Every year 

during Hispanic Heritage Month, September 

15-October 15, we select several individuals 

and businesses to recognize and thank for 

their dedication to our city. This year we 

recognized Hispanics that showed their 

dedication through community service. This 

year’s awardees were: Aileen Marti-

González, Director of Senior Services, 

Hispanos Unidos de Buffalo; Dinorah Santos, 

Community Relations Specialist, Community 

Services for the Developmentally Disabled; 

John Sanabria, Co-founder of the Roberto 

Clemente Baseball League; Luis Reyes, 

Legislative Aide, City of Buffalo; 

Provedencia Carrion, Educator, Retired; 

Miguel Santos, Consumer Advocate, National 

Grid; Greater Buffalo United Accountable 

Healthcare Network (GBUAHN); and the 

Hispanic Women’s League. 

It was good to see many of you at my 

annual Buffalo Fire Open Houses, held each 

year as part of Fire Prevention Month.  Thank 

you for bringing your grandchildren. It’s 

important that we continue to teach and raise 

awareness about fire safety and emergency 

preparedness.  This year we gave away free 

smoke detectors.  Five lucky raffle winners 

received an emergency ladder and fire 

extinguisher; we also signed residents up for 

our CodeRED emergency notification system.  

November 11th is Veteran’s Day!  Please 

remember to thank our veterans and keep 

them in your thoughts and prayers. I believe I 

speak for all of us when I say, we are 

extremely proud of our veterans and forever 

grateful for the work that they do and the 

selfless sacrifices they and their families 

make every day.  

In closing, my wife, Michelle, and son 

Byron, wish you and your family a happy 

Thanksgiving.  In the spirit of giving thanks, 

I’m especially thankful for being able to 

continue to serve as Mayor of Buffalo as we 

work to build a city of opportunity for all 

individuals.  

65 Niagara Square / 8A City Hall / Buffalo, N.Y. 14202-3324 

(716) 851-4141/ Fax: (716) 851-5803 / druffin@city-buffalo.com 

  Page 1                    Senior City Life 

November 2015    Vol. 7, Number 11 

Inside this Issue 

 

Message from the 

Director  
 

2 

Senior Pig Roast & 

Barbeque and Senior 

Spotlight  
3 

Senior Center 

Activities 
4-6 

September 2015 

Announcements 
7 



CITY  OF  BUFFALO   

D IV IS ION OF  SENIOR  SERVICES  

 
Hello Buffalo Senior Citizens:   
November signals the beginning of what is known as our traditional holiday season.  
The holiday’s usually is a great time to connect or re-connect to those individuals in 
our lives that we haven’t seen for a while.  At this point in our lives, time isn’t on our 
side, and although we don’t like to talk about it, and want to hear about it even less, 
it is an important fact of life.  And now, here comes the “so what” factor. 
Based on my daily contact with the senior population in our city, I have noticed the 
increasing number of senior citizens who have finally given in, and either by choice 
or out of necessity, acquired a cell phone, and in some cases, a desk top, lap top, or 
computer tablet.  It may not seem like it to some of you, but that is a “big step”.  It 
may have a few drawbacks by keeping you totally connected when you don’t choose 
to be, but the advantages definitely outweigh the negatives. 

Today, that “smart phone” (if you have one”), is the way the majority of the population communicates with 
each other.  Our generation is more use to face to face contact.  In fact, I would guess that most of us still 
prefer it.  But time and situations change, and if you really don’t want to be left out of the “quality 
experience” you must adapt also. 
If you want to stay in touch with your older children and grandchildren, the smart phone is the way to go.  
Like it or not, they skype, they text, they communicate through Facebook, twitter, and a host of other 
media platforms.  If you were one of those who hoped that this would be a passing phase, you guessed 
wrong. 
So, if you can afford it, try to adapt and join the change.  Instead of getting that very nice and very 
appreciated gift this year that usually ends up on a shelf in your closet, be bold and ask (or hint) that you 
would like a smart phone or tablet.  They already know the advantages.  Good Luck! 
Remember, this may be a knowledge economy, but it is really short on wisdom, and that why it need you. 

 
Douglas R. Ruffin 
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Greetings from Douglas Ruffin, Director 

Senior Services Donation Coupon 

Please accept my donation to 

Senior Services for basic needs, 

activities, leisure,  

recreational programming, and 

general activities.  

  Name: 
   

  Address: 
   
  City: 
   
  State/Zip Code: 

  

  MAIL TO:   Division for Senior Services 

              65 Niagara Sq., Room 8A 

    Buffalo, New York 14202 



 

Mrs. Mary Turner is 81 years old, and the mother of 
seven children, and says it’s hard to count all of her 
grand’s and great grandchildren, but she loves them 
all. Mrs. Turner is a member of the Buffalo Urban 
League Senior Multi Service Center at 86 Pine Street. 
She is a Sunday School Teacher at the Friendship 
Missionary Baptist Church, under the Leadership of 
the Rev. Edward Jackson. Mrs. Turner has written and 
performed many plays for her church and the seniors 
at her center. If you need to get a prayer through 
call on Mrs. Turner, she is a pray warrior. 

SENIOR PIG ROAST AND BARBEQUE  

Do you know a special senior who you’d like to see featured in the Senior Spotlight? If so, please send us a letter detailing the Individ-
ual’s life, a photo and your contact information to Senior Services, 65 Niagara Square - Room 8A,  Buffalo, NY 14202.  You can also 
email us at druffin@city-buffalo.com. 
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Senior Spotlight: Mrs. Mary Turner 

 

       A new Police Academy Scholarship program designed to revolutionize community-based policing in the City of 

Buffalo in the 21st Century - will offer an avenue for career opportunity, community engagement and a pathway for 

participation in our City’s revival. 

 Mayor Byron Brown and Police Commissioner Daniel Derenda, joined by Erie Community College President Jack 

Quinn, members of the Buffalo Common Council,  local and state legislators, members of the Concerned Clergy 

Coalition of Western New York and other interfaith-based community leaders, Peacemakers, Buffalo Office of New 

Americans, Police Athletic League of Buffalo, Buffalo Municipal Housing Authority, Buffalo Employment and Training 

Center, National Federation for Just Communities, community-policing advocates and many other stakeholders, 

gathered at Mt. Olive Baptist Church today to unveil ‘Buffalo Police Department:  21st Century’ (BPD21C).  BPD21C 

is an innovative, ‘first of its kind’ in the nation, police pre-employment scholarship program designed to provide 

scholarship opportunities for city residents who want to pursue a career in law enforcement.  Up to 50 successful City 

of Buffalo residents may receive full scholarships to the Erie County-Erie Community College Central Police Services 

Law Enforcement Training Academy for the spring semester, beginning on January 18, 2016. 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

To apply for a BPD21C scholarship, City of Buffalo residents must complete and submit applications to the 

City’s Department of Human Resources by November 13, 2015.  There are NO FEES for application or 

participation in this program. Complete application packets will be available at City Hall, at each District Police 

Station, at recruiting events throughout the City, and via the City’s website www.city-buffalo.com by downloading 

and printing an application, or by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope to the Human Resources Department. 

The WRITTEN ASSESSMENT will be administered on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2015. Registrants will be 

assigned a city school location for the screening upon submission of their application. Preparation Guides for the 

Screening will be included in the application packet and PREPARATORY CLASSES will be offered to all registrants at 

the Buffalo Employment Training Center (BETC) and the Adult Learning Center. 

mailto:druffin@city-buffalo.com
http://www.city-buffalo.com/


Autumnwood Senior Center 
1800 Clinton Street, Buffalo, New York 14206 

Julianne Panty, Director   

(716 ) 826-7895 / Fax: (716) 826-7897 
 
Nov. 3rd CENTER OPEN FOR ELECTIONS ONLY 
  No lunches or Activities 
Nov. 4th  10:30-3:30 Roast Beef Dinner & Bingo  
  Party, Raffles & Prizes  
Nov. 5th  10:00 Enhanced star Program 
  Call Center for information to bring 
Nov. 10th  11:30-Noon Free Blood Pressure Screening   
Nov. 11th       CENTER CLOSED FOR VETERAN’S DAY  
Nov. 18th 10:30-3:30 Autumnwood’s Thanksgiving  
  Dinner & Bingo party $5.00 per   
  person due by 11/5 
Nov. 23rd 10:30 Soup & Sandwich & Bingo Party 
  Raffles & Prizes. $5 per person due 11/12                                                                      
Nov. 26-27th CENTER CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING 
  

Daily Programs 
 
Tuesday & Thursday 2:00-4:00 *New Time*   
   Water Class @ the Belle Center 
Tuesday, Wednesday  1:00 Jingo 
 & Thursday  
Friday   1:00 Pinochle Club 

 
Upcoming Events 
Dec. 2nd        10:30-3:30   Homemade Goulash Dinner &  
      Bingo Party.  Raffles & Prizes.   
   $5.00 per  person; payment due  
   by Nov. 18. 
Dec. 16th       12:00             Stay Fit Dining Christmas Lunch 
$3    per person; must reserve lunch by 
   12/18 
Dec. 16th       1:00-3:30     Christmas Holiday Jingo Party 
                  Refreshments, Raffles 7 Prizes $5  
   per person due 12/8 
Dec. 21st       10:30-3:30 Homemade Pork Chop Dinner  
                                 Christmas Soup & Sandwich Bingo 
   Party. Raffles & Prizes.  $5 per  
   person; payment due by Nov. 12  
 
 
**Autumnwood’s Annual Big Christmas Party.  
Music & Catered meal $12 per person due by 11/18 
Call center for date and time ** 

Richmond-Summer Senior Center 
337 Summer Street, Buffalo, New York 14222 

Kerry Saunders, (716) 885-3290 
 
Nov. 2nd 11:00 Zumba 
Nov. 2nd 1:00 Monday Movies/Free Snack 
Nov. 3rd Center Open for Elections Only 
  No lunches or Activities 
Nov. 4th 9:00 Senior Shopping– Walmart 
Nov. 4th 11:00 Senior Crafts  
Nov. 6th 12:00 Pasta Lunch and Bingo $4 
Nov. 9th 11:00 Zumba 
Nov. 9th 1:00 Monday Movies/Free Snack 
Nov. 10th 9:00 Senior Shopping– Price Rite  
  Cheektowaga 
Nov. 10th 10:00 Drumming/Qigong 
Nov. 11th Center Closed  For Veteran’s Day 
Nov. 13th 12:00 Chili Lunch and Bingo $4 
Nov. 16th 10:00 Haircuts– Donations Welcome 
Nov. 16th 11:00 Zumba 
Nov. 16th 1:00 Monday Movies/Free Snack 

Nov. 17th 9:00 Out for Breakfast & Senior  
  Shopping-Amvets 
Nov. 17th 10:00 Drumming/Qigong 
Nov. 19th 11:00 Thanksgiving Dinner– Free 
Nov. 23rd 11:00 Zumba 
Nov. 23rd 1:00 Monday Movies/Free Snack 
Nov. 24th 10:00 Drumming/Qigong 
Nov. 24th 1:30 Line Dancing 
Nov. 26-27th Center Closed For Thanksgiving 
Daily Programs:   
Mondays 11:00 Zumba 
Tuesdays 10:00 Qigong and Drumming 
  1:30 Line Dancing w/Barbara 
Every Other 
Wednesday 11:30 Yoga 
 
*We offer FREE van pick up for those senior who 
want a hot nutritious lunch. A small fee is suggest-
ed but not required. Call 885-3290* 
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Senior Center - Activities 



Friends of the Elderly/Dorothy J. Collier  

Community Center  

118 East Utica Street, Buffalo New York, 14209 

Laura Hayden, 882-0602 
Monday-Friday:   

10:00– 10:30– Continental Breakfast,  12:00– 12:30– 

Stay Fit Dining Site:  60yrs. & older; R.S.V. P. Required 

           (Confidential Donation):  $3.50 

Tuesday & Thursday:   

10:30– until– Craft Guild 

11:00– 12:00- Bridge/Bid Whist (R.S.V.P required)/ 

           D’Youville Balance Exercise 

Wednesday: 

9:00– until ?– Bread Pantry,  

12:30– 1:30–  Bible Study 

11:00– 1:00- Bi– Monthly Case Management Day:   

          3rd Wednesday of every TWO months 

Thursday:   

11:00– 3:00– Chess Club 

1:00– 2:00– Penny Saver Coupons/Recipe Exchange  

        Club 

1:30– 3:00-  Bingo:  Come Socialize & win prizes 

Friday:   

9:30– until ?– Bread Pantry 

11:00– 12:00– Band Fitness:  Bring your band & wear 

your T-shirt 

12:30– 1:30– Friday Fellowship Day:  Game Day 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:   

Call Center 

Delavan Grider Community Center 

877 E. Delavan Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14215 

(716) 896-7021  
Mondays  9:30-2:30     Walking/Fitness-Gym 
  9:30-2:30     Fitness Room 
  10:30-12       Line Dancing 
  12-1:30       Jewelry Making/Scrapbooking- 
                          (2nd & 4th Mondays) 
  1:30-2:30      Rite Aid Health Topics 
Tuesdays 9:30-2:30      Walking Fitness-Gym 
  9:30-2:30      Fitness Room   
  12-1:00        Zumba Senior Class: $3/class 
Wednesdays 9:30-2:30      Walking /Fitness-Gym 
  9:30-2:30      Fitness Room 
  1:00–2        Board and Card games 
Thursdays 9:30-2:30      Walking Exercise-Gym 
  9:30-2:30      Fitness Room 
  10:30-12        Line Dancing 
             12:30-1:30    Inspirational Time 

Fridays             9:30-2:30       Walking  Exercise-Gym 
             9:30-2:30        Fitness Room 
             10:00-11:15   Stretch Band Exercises 
             12-3:00      Movies 
 
Upcoming Event: 
**December 12th the seniors present a Holiday Dance 7pm-12am. 
Tickets are $20 and include food, beverages and live DJ. There will 
also be silent auction, door prizes and 50/50 raffle** 
 

Van Service to Delavan Grider Community Center: Mon.- Fri. 
Picked up from your home & returned 

Start:  10:00 & Return:  3:00 
Erie County Suggested donation:  $3.00 each way;  

call Center to sign-up 
 
Erie County Stay Fit Dining Site:   60+ residents; $3.00/
confidential donation, will not be turned way for inability to pay. 
Meals served  
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**Edward Saunders Center: Please note: Movies trips once per month** 

Pratt Willert Community Center 
422 Pratt Street, Buffalo New York, 14208 

Tiffany Lewis (716) 852-1671 
 

Edward Saunders Community Center 
2777 Bailey Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14215  

Kenneth Simmons (716) 332-4380 

** Pratt Willert Center: Please note:  Movie trips once per month**  
**Bowling Trip once per month** 

Monday           10:00-11 Coffee/News/Exercise 
            11:00-12 Memory Games/Puzzles 
            12:00-1 Lunch 
            12:00-1 Line Dancing (Pratt Willert Only)  

Tuesday          10:00-11 Coffee/ News/Exercise 
            11:00-12 Game Day 
            12:00-1 Lunch 
            1:00- 2 Art or Informational Presentation 

Wednesday   10:00-11 Coffee/News/Exercise:  
           11:00-12 Arts/Crafting 
           12:00-1 Lunch 
           1:00-2 Pokeno 
Thursday       10:00-11 Coffee/News/Exercise 
           11:00-12 Open Discussion:  Presenters  
                   from different health organizations 
           12:00-1 Lunch 
           1:00-2 Games/Crafts 
Friday          10:00-11 Coffee/News/Exercise 
           11:00-12 Shopping Trips twice per month 
           12:00-1 Lunch 
           1:00-2 Card Games 
 
**Field Trips for the seniors  
  @ Pratt & Edward Saunders:  Call Center** 



Moot Senior Center 

292 High Street, Buffalo, New York 14204 

Carrie Bryant, (716) 882-4637, (716) 240-9389 

 
Nov. 4th      8:30-10 Best Breakfast in Buffalo 
Nov. 5th      1:15  Movement w/Monica  
Nov. 6th     1:15  Shopping @ Walmart 
Nov. 11th    CLOSED Veteran’s Closed 
Nov. 12th  10:00         Daemen Nurses  
Nov. 12th  10-12:00           Legal Services 
Nov. 12th  11-12:00          Chorus Rehearsal w/ 
     Bessie Patterson  
Nov. 12th   1:15                   Safety Awareness for Elderly 
Nov. 13th   2:00           Moot Chorus Fall Concert  
   w/ Bessie Patterson $5 Donations 
Nov. 16-18th                 CLOSED                
Nov. 19th   12-7:00            Annual BFNC Community  
   Thanksgiving Dinner 

November 23-24th  Center open for program 
November 25th  December 1 Closed  
   Happy Thanksgiving 
 
December 2nd Reopens for Program  
 
Weekly Programming:   Wednesday –- Friday 
**Wear Something Pink for Breast Cancer Awareness Month every 
Thursday** 
Wed.  10:45-11:45 Bible Study w/ Carolyn D. Harris 
Wed. 1:15-2:15  Every Wed.   Arts & Crafts 
Thurs. 10:45-11:45 Moot Chorus w/ Bessie Patterson –  
   Director 
Fri. 11:00-11:45 Fitness w/ Carrie 
Every Monday 6-7pm Line Dancing with Willa    

 
Please note: We will have Best Breakfast every first Wed. of the month.  

 

Gloria J. Parks Community Center 

3242 Main Street, Buffalo, New York 14214 

(716) 832-1010, (716) 832-5099, www.udcda.org 
 
Mondays  11-12:00      Stretch Band Exercise 
         12:00       Lunch 
         1-2:00           Computer Class 
Tuesdays  10:30-12      Bingo 
  12:00             Lunch 
         12:30-2       Bingo 
Wednesday 11-12:00       Hustle for Health 
  12:00       Lunch 
  1:00-2:00     Computer Class 
  1:00-2:30     Wii Bowling 
  6:30-8pm     Line Dancing w/Sandra Hall $3 

Thursdays 10:30-12  Bingo 
  12:00  Lunch 
  12:30-2  Bingo 

Fridays  10:30-12:00 Tai Chi- 1st & 4th Fridays 
  12:00-2  Wii Bowling 
 
Nov. 13th 4:30-8:30  
Dancing at the Park Fall Fling Dance Featuring DJ Slim 
For Tickets and More Information  
Contact Dell Wilson (716)832-1010 x206 
 
Nov. 17th 9:00  Salsa for the Soul 
 
 

Schiller Park Senior Citizen Center 

 2057 Genesee Street, Buffalo, New York 14211 

Marcey Ivey, Linda Larson, (716) 895-2727 

 
Daily Schedule:  

Mondays  9:00         Wii Bowling  

Monday, Wednesday,  

       & Friday     1:00        Bingo 

Tuesday, Thursday 10-2:00   Water Exercise  

       @ Belle Ctr 

Wednesday  10:00       Bible Study Class  

       w/ Mrs. Barbara Reed 

Wednesday  11:15       Stretch Band Exercise 

Thursday  10:30       Line Dance $2.00 

Thursday  1:00         Pinochle Tournament 

Friday   10:30       Exercise 

 

** Call Center for updates ** 

C.R.U.C.I.A.L. Senior Center 

230 Moselle Street, Buffalo, New York 14211 

(716) 895-8891, Fax (716) 895-1182 

 

Daily Schedule: 

Tuesday 11:30-3:30 Crafts 

  12:00-4:30  Jewelry 

Wednesday 1:00-4:30    Bridge Club  

Thursday 11:30-12:30 Line Dancing  

  12:30-1:15 Group Lunch, Cards,  

    Dominoes, Bridge, etc. 

 Friday  1:00–4:30 Bridge Club 

 

Bible Study: every 2nd- Wednesday of the Month  
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Do you have a few extra hours of down time? Do you want to make a contribution to your community? 
Well, the Division of Senior Services is looking for senior volunteers who may have interest in the  
following areas: 
 Office/Clerical – Assisting the Public 
 Recruitment – Looking for a small team of seniors who would be interested in doing business recruit-

ment to expand the Senior Discount Card Program. 
 Senior Newsletter Development – Interested in typing & producing the monthly senior newsletter. 
 Volunteering at a senior center 
 

The Buffalo Living History Project, People, Places & Things, is looking for a few good men & women! 

Our senior citizens represent our “Living History”.  We wanted to create some “talking points” or footnotes 
on Buffalo.  People’s memories of Buffalo differ depending on their experiences.  But, no matter what the 
specific struggle Buffalo has gone through, the City not only survives, it thrives!  This project is the Divi-
sions way of capturing some of those experiences, thoughts and examples of what life was like from their 
vantage point.   
The Living History Project is being developed to be or become a “Video Diary & Documentary” on the City 
of Buffalo, its’ origins, the people who have come to the City and have helped make it the historic place that 
it is today.  This fall/winter, we want to establish a small working committee to provide some guidance as 
we develop the Project.  So, if you like history, 

Announcements 

This is an early alert that the Division of Senior Services ANNUAL HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW & SALE .  Inter-
ested parties must contact the office to reserve a table.  
TRAVEL CLUB MEETINGS @ RICHMOND SUMMER SENIOR CENTER 

Last  meeting for the year will be held on November 11, 2015 at 2:00pm. Call Lisa day of meeting to verify 
at (716)851-4204.  

Clip & Send 
 

 

November 2015 - Announcements 

Day Trips: 

Wine Tasting: ______________________________________________________________ 

Shopping: _________________________________________________________________ 

Museums/Historical: _________________________________________________________ 

Other: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Over–Night Trips: 

Montreal/Quebec, NYC/Boston, Washington/Philadelphia 

 
Other: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

MAIL TO:    Division for Senior Services 

         65 Niagara Sq., Room 8A       

         Buffalo, New York 14202     or    FAX TO: (716) 851-5803 
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  TO: 

City of Buffalo Division of Senior Services 

65 Niagara Square, 8A City Hall 

Buffalo, New York 14202-3324 

Mayor Byron Brown’s 

Senior City Life  
 

November 2015 

www.city-buffalo.com 

Inspirational Quote of the Month: 

“A civilization will be judged on the basis of how they  

treat their weakest and most helpless citizens.”  
Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Paine and Mahatma Gandhi 


