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This amended public This amended public 

safety safety 

Ordinance Ordinance 

was rewas re--established in established in 

1989.   1989.   

It meets the  It meets the  

requirements requirements 

of the of the 

Codes of Codes of 

New York State. New York State. 



Is the Is the onlyonly ordinance of ordinance of 

it’s kind in all of Western it’s kind in all of Western 

New York.New York.



Buffalo Elevator Statistics
Buffalo has approximately 1800
existing passenger elevators. 500
freight elevators and  200
commercial and private wheel 
chair lifts.  

Statistics exclude Federal and 
State owned properties.

Approximately 60% of the existing 
elevators in Buffalo are not
equipped with Firefighters Service.  

25% of the existing elevators in 
Buffalo were installed prior to 
1929. 



Bottom line,Bottom line, when a when a Certificate of OccupancyCertificate of Occupancy is is 

issued for a building in Buffalo, aren’t we telling the issued for a building in Buffalo, aren’t we telling the 

general public that the building and thegeneral public that the building and the equipment equipment 

contained within is safe?contained within is safe?



Without enforcement of the Elevator Code,Without enforcement of the Elevator Code,

How safe are they?How safe are they?



The Elevator Code The Elevator Code 

Enforcement Enforcement 

Section is Section is 

responsible for responsible for 

issuing more than issuing more than 

3000 elevator 3000 elevator 

certificates of certificates of 

operation.  Issued operation.  Issued 

on an annual on an annual 

basisbasis



The section is staffed by a Q.E.I.S. Chief Elevator The section is staffed by a Q.E.I.S. Chief Elevator 

Inspector responsible for Inspector responsible for allall phases of elevator code phases of elevator code 

enforcement.enforcement.



In 1994 the City of In 1994 the City of 

Buffalo adopted        Buffalo adopted        

5 Retro5 Retro--Active Active 

requirements; to out requirements; to out 

fit all fit all existingexisting

Elevators with Elevators with 

modern safety modern safety 

features.features.



1. Two 1. Two -- way communicationsway communications

Installed Installed in everyin every Elevator Elevator 

compartment and compartment and 

monitored on a 24 hour monitored on a 24 hour 

basis.  Equipment shall be basis.  Equipment shall be 

tested annually in tested annually in 

accordance with Chapter accordance with Chapter 

167167--2121



2.(a) Elevator pit ladder2.(a) Elevator pit ladder

2.(b) Pit stop switch2.(b) Pit stop switch

2.(c)  Pit illumination2.(c)  Pit illumination



3. 3. TopTop--ofof--car stop switchcar stop switch

All existing All existing 

Elevators Elevators 

shall be shall be 

equipped with equipped with 

a topa top--ofof--car car 

stop switch.stop switch.



4. Emergency power for in car illumination4. Emergency power for in car illumination



5.(a) Top of car electric light5.(a) Top of car electric light

5.(b) Top of car GFCI electrical receptacle5.(b) Top of car GFCI electrical receptacle



There are approximately 60There are approximately 60--70 new and/or 70 new and/or 

modernized elevator installations annually modernized elevator installations annually 



With approx. With approx. $125,000  $125,000  generated annually from generated annually from 

issuing elevator permits, licenses, summonses and issuing elevator permits, licenses, summonses and 

elevator certificates of operation.elevator certificates of operation.



The typical violations discovered……..The typical violations discovered……..

A) Hoisways built A) Hoisways built withoutwithout smoke ventingsmoke venting

B) Smoke detectors B) Smoke detectors 

located in the located in the 

Elevator lobbies did Elevator lobbies did 

not activate fire recall.not activate fire recall.

C) Smoke detectors C) Smoke detectors 

missing from locations missing from locations 

required by code; required by code; 

Hoistway, machine room Hoistway, machine room 

& lobbies.& lobbies.



Elevator compartments Elevator compartments 

were without twowere without two--way way 

communications communications 

[telephones, intercoms] [telephones, intercoms] 

in case the Elevator in case the Elevator 

stalls between floors.stalls between floors.



None or improper None or improper 

ventilation of the ventilation of the 

Elevator machine Elevator machine 

room.room.

None or improper None or improper 

drainage of the drainage of the 

Elevator pit.Elevator pit.



The City of The City of 

Buffalo Buffalo 

Elevator Elevator 

Ordinance Ordinance 

requires requires 

mandatory:mandatory:



RegistrationRegistration of all of all 

new and existing new and existing 

Elevators;Elevators;

Property owners are Property owners are 

required to supply required to supply 

such information as such information as 

building use, Elevator building use, Elevator 

type, rated load, type, rated load, 

speed, manufacture, speed, manufacture, 

previous alterations previous alterations 

and purpose for and purpose for 

which Elevator is which Elevator is 

used.used.

Registration includes Registration includes 

all commercial and all commercial and 

private residence private residence 

properties.properties.



SEMISEMI--ANNUAL ANNUAL 

InspectionInspection of all of all 

new and existing new and existing 

Elevators;Elevators;

All inspections All inspections 

are to be are to be 

completed by a completed by a 

QEI certified QEI certified 

Elevator Elevator 

inspector inspector 

employed by a employed by a 

company company 

licensed by the licensed by the 

City of Buffalo.City of Buffalo.



Licensing of Licensing of 

Inspectors and Inspectors and 

Installers;Installers;

No person, firm No person, firm 

or company or company 

shall inspect, shall inspect, 

erect, erect, 

construct, alter, construct, alter, 

install, service, install, service, 

repair, replace repair, replace 

or maintain or maintain 

Elevators in the Elevators in the 

City of Buffalo City of Buffalo 

unless an unless an 

Inspector or Inspector or 

Installer license Installer license 

has been has been 

issued………issued………



No one company shall hold No one company shall hold bothboth an an 

installer and/or inspector license atinstaller and/or inspector license at the the 

same time.same time.



Insurance Insurance 

requirements….requirements….

Companies Companies 

which inspect or which inspect or 

install elevators install elevators 

must maintain must maintain 

and provide and provide 

insurance insurance 

certificates certificates 

showing showing 

insurance insurance 

requirements of requirements of 

workman's workman's 

compensation compensation 

and a two million and a two million 

dollar errors and dollar errors and 

omissions omissions 

policy.policy.



Compliance with the Codes of Compliance with the Codes of 

New York State …New York State …..

It shall be the responsibility of It shall be the responsibility of 

all involved to insure that the all involved to insure that the 

installation and/or service and installation and/or service and 

repair of elevators is repair of elevators is 

preformed in compliance with preformed in compliance with 

the provisions of the Codes of the provisions of the Codes of 

New York State, and be New York State, and be 

prepared to certify such prepared to certify such 

compliance.  Whenever a compliance.  Whenever a 

provision of Chapter 167 is provision of Chapter 167 is 

found to be inconsistent with found to be inconsistent with 

any provision of applicable any provision of applicable 

State Law, code or regulation.  State Law, code or regulation.  

The State Law shall The State Law shall 

prevail…….prevail…….



Issuance of Issuance of 

certificate(s) ofcertificate(s) of

operation……..operation……..

Prior to any Prior to any 

conveyance being conveyance being 

used a certificate of used a certificate of 

operation shall be operation shall be 

obtained by the obtained by the 

property owner from property owner from 

the City of Buffalo.  the City of Buffalo.  

Certificate(s) of Certificate(s) of 

operation are operation are 

renewable annually.  renewable annually.  

They shall be posted They shall be posted 

conspicuously conspicuously 

inside the elevator inside the elevator 

compartment.compartment.



Here’s how its all supposed to work!Here’s how its all supposed to work!

Property owners Property owners choosechoose a licensed thirda licensed third--party inspection party inspection 

company to complete the required elevator inspection.company to complete the required elevator inspection.

ThirdThird--party inspectors party inspectors inspectinspect the elevator and issue an the elevator and issue an 

inspection report to the property owner and at the same time inspection report to the property owner and at the same time 

file a copy [within 5 business days] with the City of Buffalo file a copy [within 5 business days] with the City of Buffalo 

elevator code enforcement office.elevator code enforcement office.

Owners are given a maximum ofOwners are given a maximum of 30 days30 days to make to make 

arrangements to correct any and all outstanding code arrangements to correct any and all outstanding code 

violations.violations.

Of course same day action for serious hazards.Of course same day action for serious hazards.

Licensed elevator maintenance companies Licensed elevator maintenance companies correctcorrect the the 

outstanding violations.outstanding violations.

Owners are than issued Owners are than issued certificate(s) of operationcertificate(s) of operation for for 

compliant elevators.compliant elevators.



IF YOU NEED FURTHER ASSISTANCE OR IF YOU NEED FURTHER ASSISTANCE OR 

HAVE ANY ELEVATOR RELATED HAVE ANY ELEVATOR RELATED 

QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT ME;QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT ME;

MR. JOSEPH L. SCHIAVONE, QEIS #70 MR. JOSEPH L. SCHIAVONE, QEIS #70 

SUPERVISOR OF ELEVATOR INSPECTIONSSUPERVISOR OF ELEVATOR INSPECTIONS

CITY OF BUFFALOCITY OF BUFFALO

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

PERMIT AND INSPECTIONS SERVICESPERMIT AND INSPECTIONS SERVICES

ROOM 313, CITY HALLROOM 313, CITY HALL

BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14202BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14202

TELEPHONE {716} 851TELEPHONE {716} 851--42904290

FAX                 {716} 851FAX                 {716} 851--49524952

EE--MAIL jschiavone@cityMAIL jschiavone@city--buffalo.combuffalo.com


